CLAIMS 



10 



\ . A method of han dling a print job, the method comprising: 
.determining whether the entire print job can be processed;^ 
processing the print job locally if possible; 
if the entire print job cannot be process^dlpe€lly: 

sending the print job to an external rendering device; 

receiving a rendered prinrjob from the external rendering device; 

and 

printing the re^rflered print job received from the extemal 
rendering device. 
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2. A meth)2Ki as recited in claim 1 wherein sending the print job to an 
extemal renderiiig device includes sending a portion of the print job that cannot 
be processed locally to an extemal rendering device. 
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3/ A method as recited in claim 1 wherein sending the print job to an 
external rendering device includes sending a/first portion of the print job that 
canqfot be processed locally to a first extemal rendering device and sending a 
second portion of the print job that c^imot be processed locally to a second 



lai renaerm 



ce. 
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A method as recited hi claim 1 whe r ein the external r e nd e r 



device is accessible via the hitemet. 

5. A method as recited in claim 1 wherein tpt external rendering 
device is a server coupled to the Intemet. 

5 

6. A method as recited in claim 1 ^erein determining whether the 
entire print job can be processed locally is performed by a local printer. 

// 

^ 7. A computer-readable/ihemory contammg a computer program that 

10 is executable by a processor to perform the method recited in claim L 

8. A method of handling a print job, the method comprising: 
identifying portioil^f the print job that can be processed locally; 
processing th^dentified portions of the print job locally; 
15 sending the/portions of the print job that cannot be processed locally to 

an extemal ren^e^ device; and 

receiA^mg rendered portions of the print job from the extemal rendering 

device. 



20 /9. A method as recited in claim 8 further including printing the print 

jobyby co mbining p ortions processed locally and rendej?ed portions received 
fr<prftfie^temal rendering^e^ 
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iTll ioJ as recited i n claim 8 w heieui ■>ci idiiig Q ic p uil i oj; 
the print job that cannot be processed locally to an^e^rternSTrendering device 
includes sending a first portion of the print^cJ^mat caimot be processed locally 
to a first external rendering devipe^d sending a second portion of the print job 
that cannot be processedjdcally to a second external rendering device. 

11. yA method as recited in claim 8 wherein the external rendering 
device is^cessible via the Internet. 
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12, A method as recited in claim 8 v^herein the external rendering 
IS a server^ceuDled to the Internet. 



13. A method as recited in qlaiiiiJSir^^^Terem identifying portions'^ 
the print job that canbe-protfessed locally'is'performed by a local printer. 





^dable me mor>^ containing a computer program - 
lat is executable by a processor to perform the method recjtedriirclaim 8. 

15. A printer comprising: 
a communication interfepefand 
a processor coupl^ to the communication interface, wherein the 
processor determines whether an entire print job can be processed by the 
printer, if the/ratire print job caimot be processed by the printer, then the 
printer sends the portions of the print job that caimot be processed by the 
25 printer/to an extemal rendering device, and the printer receives rendered 
portions of the print job from the extemal rendering device. 
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interface is a network communication interface coupled^to the'Intemet. 

17. A printer as recited. in "claim 15 wherein the external rendering 
5 device is a server coupleito^^'^ie^mmunication interface. 




18. A printer as recited in claim 15 wherein the printer sends a first 
portion of,the print job that cannot be processed by the printer to a first external 
rendei^g device^,3nd-fee-printer"seftds,.a_se c^ portion of_d ie_piint"job that 
10 cannoj^ire processed by the printer to a second external rendering device. 
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